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Setting:

Kuwait is a rapidiy changing country which at the time of the study
(2001-2002) had about two miiliion prcdaminantiy Arab inhabitaas.
The country has large financial resources based upon its oil and natural
gas industries, a very high per capita income, a comprehensive welfare
sysiem, and free compulsory education for all bays and girls between
the ages of 6-14. The country's population inciudes 40% Kuwaitis and
60% foreigners, among which, Arabs, Persians, Indians, Sri Lankans,

Philippines and Pakistanis, are especially numerous.

Moral value system in Kuwail centers 0D the 1slamic cultural

" heritage. Islam assumes that Qur'an contains the true, uttimate and
unchanging word of God as revealed 10 the Prophet and messenget
Mohammed. 1t contains a corpus of religious beliefs, prescriptions and
iéﬁvérsuppomng soclal “and pohtlcal msmutmns Togcther with. the
lehglous tlad1tmns, the Quran orders somal relatmnships and

mstltutlnns with @ ::pec;al amphas1s on the family. Male.. and. female_

:"'-:'Imles are sharply dlftelentlated The somal ethlc of Islm stresses

. p‘xeiy Chanty _towﬂl‘ds the 1e:>5__.:_'? L



skipping, although the raip and endpoing of maoral development may vary

from one s0ciety to the nexi,

- Research suggests that ip diverse societies moya] reasoning
develops in more or jegs stage-like form ag a function of age, education,

inteﬂigence, and socioculfyrg) eXperience {Comuniap ang Gielen, 19953,

and endpoint of development through the Stages vary from person to
Person and fiom saciety to society, but the basic sequence of stages is

assumed to he universa], Kohlbcrg emph_ajs_izes_ that his assertions apply

moral decision—making may vary _bpth___ﬁ_'om_ person to person and from

cu_lturg_tb 'c_u_I

'C.




subculture. The person iies to be morally good by responding to the
justified expectations of others and those of society. At the principied
jevel of morality a person has developed inner abstract of principles of
jusiice that are used {0 make decisions in difficult situations involving
moral conflict. Such moral priuciples appeal to notions of human dignity,
ultimale equality under the moral law, moral autonomy, and conceptions
of an ideal just society. Moral decision-making is expected to be sharable
or universalizabie, representing an effort to reach consensus based on

nonarbitrary social cooperation (Ahmed and Gielen, 2002).

Kohlberg has developed an ‘nstrument designed to assess the moral
stages or reasoning, the Moral Judgment Interview (MIT). It is based on
the interview method, relies on a very complex coding manual, and is

guite cumbersome to usc (Kohlberg, 1964, 1984).

. Given the complexities of the measurement instrument, his student
James Rest (1979) has developed a new technique to assess the

development of moral reasoning stages, the Defining Issues Test (DIT). _

o The DIT is based on- Kohlberg S developmental theory of mor al reasomng

S ;typical meral arguments

o f-:.-and alms at me'lsurm an mdmduai’s reference h1erarch for sta e
| | p y for stage-



-arguments and rates and ranks the arguments M & consistent and
meaningful way, Included in the Ceiusistency check are Some meaningiess
but lofiy seunding arguments, [f g person chooses severa] of these
arguments he or she s eliminated from the subject pool becauge it is
unclear whether the person tully understands the moral arguments
contained in the test. The respondent is also asked to rate and to rank the
same series of moral arguments. If a Person rates and ranks the same
arguments m a very different way he or she is also eliminated from the
subject pool because i is unclear whether the person fully understands
the test, Alternatively, such g PETSon may simply be carcless in making
moral choices. The “consistency checks” are of special importance in
cross-cultural research becauge they help the researcher to decide whether
the DIT is an appropriate test in g given culture (Rest, 1979; Rest,
Narvaez, Bebeay and Thoma, 1999,

After the test-taken has rated and ranked all morg] arguments




the combined percentage of moral arguments chosen by a person who
represents stages 54, 5B, and 6. In other words, the P% -Score indicates
how much the person prefers principles moral arguments over arguments

ft'h_)e jower precenvenfional (stage 2 in the DI1) and conventional

(stages 3 and 4) stages.

Another overall indicator which can be obtained from the test is the
D-Score. It integrates a person’s ratings of all presented moral arguments

into an overail developmental score (Ahmed and Gielen, 2002).

Critics of Kohlberg and Rest such as Vine, 1986 (cited in Almed
and Giclen, 2002), have argued that Kohlberg’s and Rest’s conceptions of

principled morality are biased toward a specifically Western, male,

" upper-class ideology of motal autonomy and individualism.

The critics claim that Kohlberg's and Rest’s tests of moral
reasoning set up an ethnocentric standard or moral maturity that should
not be applied to non-Western cuttures. However, there exists a broad
-array-of .cross- _cultural studies whose results are at variance with most

. claims . of the critics. These.: studles have been reviewed by Gielen
';--.-(199621) ‘Ahmed and Glelen (2002) Gxelcn and Mmkouhs (2001), and-'_.‘ R
S 1 Na1to Wen-Ymg and Glelen (2001) A spec:lal 1ssue pubhshed by World




Gielen, Miao and Avellani, 1990; Naito of al.,, 2601}, Such cross-cultura}
comparisons must be done in a critical manner. Specifically, the DIT was
developed in ihe United States angd i is therefore important to asic

whcther the tegq provides comparable estimates of moral reasoning

In a pioneering, small-scale, crogs- cultural study, Ismaj] (1976)
found that cultural differences do exist in the moa] development of
American and Saydj Arabian Muslim respondents. It wag noted by
Boubmama ( 1984) that Ismail’s findings may reflect some combination
of religious as wel] as general cuityrg] differences betweern the two nation

groups.

In 1983, Webp and Steentsma administered the DIT 10 259 male
and female Christiay and Muslim Palestinian university students. They
found that correlation between Years of schooling and the P%-Score was
very low, though statistically significant (=16, p < 03). Age and p9.
Score did not correlate significantly with each other, Practitioners of
religion received lower scores thag hon-practitioners, The Palestinian
students-received ap overall P%-Score of 29.35% which is much lower

than the meap P%-Score typically reported for cq




“fake high” on the DIT’s principied moral thinking iterns (P%-Score). i
was found that the respondents had a P% mean of 17.06 on the DIT
pretest. This score falls within the range of the standard deviation for
American peer groups although at the tower end. 1t was also found that
the discussion of Kohiberg's moral stage theory did not significantly
increase the participants’ ability to select principled items. No significant
advantages for the experimental group were found when examining the
means of their post-test scores. AS for the possibie effect of sex,
nationality, and languags, no significant ditferences emerged in the
statistical iests, although the relatively small number of respondents

should be kept in mind in this contexL.

In 1985, El-Sheikh administered the DIT to 333 Egyptian male and
female intermediate, secondarjf school, and college of education students
ranging in age from 15 to 32.5 years. Results showed that participants
preferred conventional moral judgments (stages 3 and 4=50%) over
principled arguments (stages 5 and 6=20. 30%) and preconventional
arguments (stage 27 12%). Significant differences between males and

females concerning stage 3 arguments in favor of the female subjects

. have been found. A signiticant difference (p < .01) was found between
| .males and females at stdges 5 and 6 indicating that males preferred R
e -'__"'_-f'-prmmpl.ed atguments mole frcquently than females Levelof cducatmn:;'__ e

""":appealed to conmbute_' pomtlvciy to the studcnts moral judgment ievel o

int medlate 'and secondary”




compared the responges of his smal] sampie (n=]5) of Senior males,
majoring in Arabic, aged from 23-27 years, attending the College of
Education, Tanta Universiry, Bgypt, and having a pre-col lege education g
a leacher’s institute (secondary levet) with those of their peers (n=16)
having ng college jevel training. Both BIOUps were matched for the
variables of SEX, grade point average, and years of pre-college
certification study. Eissa Proposed that most aduyjts reach a peneral
plateau in the development of their mora] judgment afier their formaj
schooling  apg that pervious research results ip Western  studieg
demonstrates 5 SIrong. positive relationship between leve]l of mora}
Judgment and yedrs of edircation (Rest, 979 A Comparison betweep the
tWo means of the P%-Score shows g significant difference in favor of the
college group (P <.001). Theijr mean P%-Score wag 20.13 (SD=4.33) a5
contrasted with tje mean P%-Score of the non-college group which was
10.56 (8D=3.14). A further analysis of other stage scores indicateq a
significant change in the level of mora Judgmen according to the
number of years Spent in formal educatiop at the College of Education, It
sheuld be added that the P%-Scores reported by Fissa are usually low
when Compared to scores typically obtained in the United States and

D

clsewhere (Gielen and Markoulis, 200




tost-retest rehability coefficient over a time period of two weeks reached

3 very convincing r=97.

Ahmed, et al., (1987) administered the DIT to 679 Sudanese male
and female intermediate, secondary school, and university students,
Sixty-two percent of the protocols did not pass the standard inconsistency
check recommended by Rest, 1986, These results suggest that the DIT
was a very difficult and unusual test for most of the Sudancse
xespﬁndents Pos-Scores and D-Scores showed low but statistically
s1gn1ﬁcam correlation with age for the remaining 147 male students, but
the remaining 102 female students the correlations were not significant.
The results for the Sudanese students indicated that they strongly
preferted  conventional moral judgments (stages 3-H4=57%) over
- principled arguments (stages 5A, 5B, and 6=26.6%) and preconventional

arguments (stage 2=5.7%).

Compared to the results typically in American and Bast Asian
studles, the Sudanese participants received much lower PY%-Scores than
usual (Gielen & Markoulis, 2001). For instance, the Sudanese

__collegefunners@ students in thelr Jumc}r and scmor years received an

ce_wed"_'a'n avcrage P%-Score of "37,-' | ___'_'ea a P%- core_';:;"-';'

rage PY%- Scme of 24.5% _whereas college students from Hcmg Kung_



mother’s warmih and  acceptance Were negafively related to mory
judgment devei@pment, while the moether’s aggression, Endifferenceg an
rejection were posilively related 1o moral judgment development. The

results for the Sudanese femaleg Were surprising and difficuit to interpret.

In a second study, Gielen, Ahmed, apd Avellani (1992)
“administered 1he DIT 1 685 RKuwaiti male and femaje intermediate,
secondary, and university students. 54.1% of the protocois were rated ag
inconsistent. Conscquent}y, the data analysis included only protocols

from 314 participants wig Successfully passed the consistency checic.

The results for the Kuwait; students indicate that they preferred
conventional mora) arguments (stages 3 & 4==57.32%) over principléd
arguments  (stages 3A, 5B, and 6=26.57%) and preconventiona}

arguments (stage 2=5.20%). 1t should be noted in this contex| that the

construction of the DIT.

A comparison between ‘the samples " from- Kuwait and Sudan

| SemOnSEes 3 ighly sl oerat dg, op moral stage scores,

The average P%-Seores for- ghe o countries are almos; ide
 (SU26.60%; Kuwait26.57), Those pop e

- slightly Tow




ctudents from Cairo, Egypt. In 1985 Eissa also, found in his Egyptian
samples an average PYo-3cores of 10.56% (SD=4.1) for the non-coliege
proup and an average P% -Score of 20.13% (SD=4.33) for the college

group.

It was expected that the Kuwaiti sample would show a somewhat
higher PY6-Score than their Sudanese counterparts due to the influence of
modernization. But, contrary to the authors' expectations, the results
appeared to reflect simitar rather than different socio-culturai influence
for the two samples, Compared to the Taiwanese study {Gielen, et al,,
1990), the Kuwaili and Sudanese students received much lower P%-
Scores, but higher stage 4 scores; this is consistent with the idea that the

Kuwaiti and Sudanese students tended to adopt a conservative ideology.

In a subsequent study, Bouhmama (1988) administered, the DIT to
104 Muslim students, ranging in age from 18 to 43 years, who resided in
England. The students came from many Arab countries and non-Arab
countries. 90 of Bouhmama’s 104 students (or 86.54%) passed to the

consistency check. It should be added that the students were allowed to

_ __take the test home, a procedure that prowded them with an unlimited

E amount ot time to' complcte the. quesllonnmre and prcsu.mably a]bo with - R

' ::the opportumty to ask others about th"' meamng of d1fferent 1tems;j-'-_'_.{".’_-"_"




In Saudi Arabia, Ben Abdel-Azix (1989) admuinistered the DIT ¢y
260 male ang female Saud; university students. While students majoring
in different academic subjects did not differ from each other in thejr
Worai judgments levels, there Was a significapt effect due tg level of

education: Seniors teceived higher SUOTeS o1 stages SA ang 5B whiie

mean stage SCores, gives a resujt of 116%, a percentage that ig clearly
impossible (The total of stage score does not add up to 100% as jt
should). A similar pmbiem arises when one compares Bouhmama’s
reported P%-Scores against the S"Liimnéd—up scores for Stages 5A, 5B, and
6 separately for males and for females, For males, the reported évéfzigé

P%-Score is 15 27%; but the summed. P scores for stages SA+5B+6 dre

- ©qualto.19.17%. For females, the reported PYeScoreis 24.83% wheres

b seotes 0 stages SALST+ o




S e nder differences have been found on stage 4.

Habib (1991) sought to identify various characterisiics of moral
development among 100 male and 100 fernale university students in
Egynt. In additicn (o the DiT and a set of general background questions,
the author administered Arabic adaptations of various self-concept, social
competence, and shyness scales. The internal validity for- the DIT was
assessed on the basis of intercorrelations matrices between the various
stage scores separately for males, females, and the overall sample. The
resulting paiterns of intercorrelations provided modest statistical support
for the structural coherence of the DIT. The male and female students did

not differ from cach other in their stage scores.

(n a recent cross-cultural study, Kamel and El-Shouny (2000)
administered the DIT to samples of Muslim universi'ty male and female
students in Egypt and Saudi Arabia. Unlike the researchers’ assumptions,
results showed that Egyptian respondents achieved significantly higher
" PY%-Score (principled morality) compared with their Saudi counterparts
(P%-Scote for Egyptians was 14.65=24.42%, and for the Saudis was
12.78=21.30%). The Saudi sample however, scored significantly higher,
then the Egyplian samples on stages 3 and 4 (conventional level of

-morallty) As for gender dlfferences Egyptlan and Saudi males, achieved

N --l,mgmﬁcantly hlgher P% Scores ihan thelr female pcers Yet Egypnan and T

1-"'_"_'.;'..;'.Saud1 females outnumbued sxgmﬁcantly males on stage 3 No SIgmﬁcant o e



conventicnal leve) stages (2, 3, 4), while ihe eldest age Btoup achieved
higher moral scoreg on the post conventjony] level, or the principled
moraiity, e.g. stages 5 and 0 and P%-Scores (PY%-Scores were 24, 3 and
28.9 respecii velyl, which reflects the effect of age in the development of

moral judgment,

- Conclusions:

It appears that the DIT contaiﬁs S0IN¢ moral issues that are more or
less unfamiliar 1o many Arab respondents, reflecting Cross-culiural
differences in religion, politics, cultura; traditions, and socialization
patterns. In this context, the fuli liowing two moral dilemmas contained i

the DIT may be especially inappropriate for an Arab adaptation of the

Gielen, et al,, 1992 in their studies.)

it is noted that only men are represented as the main characters | in the
[_)_I___I_‘.__;f.__c_i_il_:;x_l_npas,_ and. this factor may have. aﬂected the mora] evaluauons

male_ and fema}e part101pants (Elssa 1985 1993) However

d sllght gender dtﬂ‘erences on’ the P%-Scores

iespondents (c:ted in Aluned;
Ilg ..that thC gender “:Of thc ; N Do




{-'::development of moral _{udgment in. samples of mtermedlate secondary;}'

The above mentioned survey of the studies using the DIT with
Arab respondenis has underlined that a number of methodological
problems makes it difficult to arrive at clear-cup conclusions about the
usefulness of the DIT in Arab cultural settings. Most importantly, the
high rates, cspecially of Kuwaiti and Sudanese students that failed the
three standard inconsistency checks, suggests to us that the DIT may not
be a reliable and valid assessment instrument of the moral judgment .
skills of many Arab students at various educational and age levels.
Various other studies reviewed above did not employ the inconsistency
checks and/or contained other methodological shortcomings. In addition,
as reported by Gielen et al. (1992), informal discussions with some
Kuwaiti respondents showed that the students found many of the DIT's

moral arguments to be "strange” and not easily understandable.

Taken togethcr, the results of the studies under review suggest to the
author that other Kohibergian measures may prove to be more useful than
the DIT for studies attempting to investigate the moral development of
Axab respondents. For instance, Gibbs, Basinger, and Fuller (1992) have
recently introduced a relatively brief production measure of moral

judgment, the Sociomoral Reflection Measure-Short Form (SRM-SF).

In tl}e followmg, a stuciy is- reported that mvestlgates the R



assessing the development of moral judgment developed by varicus
Fesearchers {e.g. Sentence Completion Tesi [SCT], and Sociomoral
Reflection Measure-Short Form (5RM-SF],

Method

Subjeets |

The Arabic versiong of the Defining Issues Test (DIT); Sentence
Completion Test (SCT), and Sociomora Measure-Short Form (SRM—_SF}
wers administered to 530 subjects, 246 males and 284 females, ranging in
age from 13 10 35 years (mean age: 18.48). The sampie included four
BIoups representing different ages and educationgl levels. There wore 52
cighth grade students (27 males and 25 females; mean age: 13.23 years),
82 ténth graders (45 males and 37 females; mean age: 14.44), 86 eleventh
and twelfth graders (45 males and 41 females; mean age: 15.45), 49
adults with no more thag ten to twelve years of educatioxi (15 males and
25 females; mean age: 22.48), and 220 university students {105 males and

115 females; mean age: 22.62).
Instruments-

soales and measures, and they were:
1) The Defi |




2)

____-___?personahty Self—concept parentai attitude pecr attltude, rxeed for-'ﬁ.:__f':'.':-._.-'.-

moral stages. Respondents were asked fo rate the important of each
argument. In addition, the subjects were asked to seiect the four most

important argunerts.

“The DIT was objectively scored following procedure
recommended by Rest. The test provided moral stage scores for stages
2, 3, 4, 4% (A-Score), 5A, 5B, and 6. Preference for principled
thinking (stages 54, 5B, 6 combined) was expressed by the P%-Score
which indicated the percentage of respondents’ rankings falling within

the principled stage.

Following standard procedures, respondents were removed from
the sample if their sclection of moral arguments were too inconsistent,
if they appeared to be careless in their selections, or if they endorsed

meaningless dummy items (Ahmed et al., 1987; Gielen et al,, 1992),

Sentence Completion Test (SCT). This scale was developed by I
Loevinger (Loevinger, 1976, and through a personal communication

with Professor U.P. Gielen, St. Francis. College, New York, USA).

The scale has --two.-fomls one for men and the other for women. Each

"_.';.--.;__form contams 36: items,. papel—pencﬂ test: measurmg six aspects of oo

:échlevement atutudc towards }aw a.nd oxder and body—l.mage Iiems _'
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The Sociomoral Reflection Measure-Short-Form "SEM-S8F” (Gibbs,
Basinger and Fuller, 1992). This meagure is a group administrable,
pencil-an-paper production tes designed to assess the development of
morai judgment. The test is 4 shorthand adaptation of the Sociomora]
Reflection Measure which was developed by Gibbs 1982, and which
was derived from Kohlberg’s ( 1984) Moral J udgment Interview (MII).
For Gibbs, Basinger and Fullers (1992) mmeasure acceptable

psychometric properties with American samples have been reported,

s proved true in same previous rescarch with the Italian adaptation

{Comunian and Gielen, 1995, 2000; Gielen et al., 1994), The measute
contains 11 items addressing sociomoral vatues. Items 1 to 4 address

the values of contract and truth; Items 5 and 6 pettain to the values of

' 'The primary score is the Sociomoral Reflection Maturity Score,

the mean of these ratings. These ratings range from 100 o 400,

-'.:__.-.-"_r'ep_r_es_.jei_lting'-3'.'Stages 1'to 4. Stages of moral Judgment may b_e_'als_o

- Tepresented ;l?ﬁ’:--ﬂ:r-ﬁlobal'-:-St%«ée'-S.bbr?i.i_ndic.aﬁt_ingz?:th'ie:.'-ﬂei‘%ﬂlépméﬁt-Lrlé?‘_fd L
hin which. Socic Matuity Scores falls. Finally,

thin which. Sociomoral Reflection

uestionnaires may | °scored forthe presencs of Type B responses

eflection.
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he Sociomoral Reflection Measure-Shori-Fornt “SRM-SF” (Gibbs,
Basinger and Fuller, 1992). This measure is a group administrable,
pencil-an-paper production iest designed to assess the development of
moral judgment. The {est is a shorthand adaptation of the Sociomaeral
Reflection Measurc witich was developed by Gibbs 1982, and which
was derived from Kohlberg's {1984} Moral Judgment Interview (MII}.
For Gibbs, Basinger and Fuller’s (1992) measure acceptable
psychometric properties with American samples have been reported,
as proved true in same previous research with the Jtalian adaptation
{Comunian and Gielen, 1995, 2000; Gielen ef al., 1994}, The measure

contains 11 items addressing sociomoral values, Items 1 to 4 address

the values of confract and truth; Items 5 and 6 pertain to the values of

afftliation, Items 7 and 8 to life, and Items 9 to 11 to property, law and
legal justice. Respondents are asked to evaluate and justify the
tmportance of each value, The justificatory responses are then scored

for stage of moral development.

'The primary score is the Sociomoral Reflection Maturity Score,

the mean of these ralings. These ratings range from 100 to 400,

representmg Stages | to 4. Stages of moral judgment may be also

| -__.represented by a Global Stagc Score mdlcatmg the development level

”':':';:”Wlﬂllll whlch Socxomoral Reﬂccuon Maturlty Scores falls I‘mally, IR

Fifthe questxoxmalres may be scored for the prcsenee of Typc B rebponses el

vhen balanced, 'mternal and unlversahstlc fm ms- of rnoral reﬂectlon




mothods of translation: the back-transiation procedure, and the bilingual
technique. An Italian version of the SRM-SF evidenced good levels of
reliabilify and vatidity (Cronbach Alpha=86; test-retest 1=.83) which are
comparable to the levels obtained with the original American version of

the SRM-SF {cited in Comunian & Gielen, 1995, 2000},

An early form of the Social Reftection Measure has been used in

very few Arab studies (such as Al-Ghamdi, 2001).

Scoring of the SRVI-SF Protocols:

All SRM-S¥ protocols wiil be scored blindly by K. Bassinger,
USA, trained by the process of study and_pract.ice in the manual
Interrater reliability between XK. Bassinger and another American expert
rater, based on 30 protocols randomiy selected from a sample, will be

performed.

Procedure

The Arabic versions of the DIT, SCT and SRM-SF were
admh;x_’_ste;‘;d_ to eighth to twelve grade students, drawn classwise from
some intenﬁediate and secondary schools in Kuwait, during “regular

school hours in March and April and also in October 2001, L

 The univessity group was composed of paychology, socology,

Of. '. eir "ui_l'i_ver'sity C_p_qtse__._Th ..

omputer sciences students attending the se ond, third and - |



The subjects of the jess-educated grovp work comprise factorics,
governmental sector, police, and army in Kuwait. They were contacied by
the trained researchers who indicated the research purposes and assured

the subjects that their participation was anorynious.

This report reviews ouly resulis of a conducted study on moral
development in Kuwait by using the Defining Issues Test (DIT). For
several reasons tho present report will nof review resulis based on the

Sentence Completion Test (SCT), and the Sociomoral Measure-Short
Form (SRM-SF) data.

Reasons for not including Loevinger’s SCT and Gibb§ SRM-SF data

in the present paper:

The scoring of the responses to the Loevinger’s Sentence
Completion Test (SCT) and to the Gibbs SRM-SF guestionnaire and has
to be done by highly trained scorers of whom very few are available.
Furthermore, it is a very time consuming process. Mirs. K. 'Basinger,' who
was expected to score the SRM-SF questionnaires, underwent a scrious
eye operation and has subsequently become unavailable forlscéring the

..._queshonnalres Dr. Gielen is now training one student in the SRM- SF _

'-’.-'-.scormg, procedurcs In addltmn hc is. now searchmg for a second person SR




Sample of the study reported here:

Unlike, our previgus study using the DIT in Kuwaii (Gielen e al.,
1992), where 84% of the total nmnbers of the respondents were Kuwaitis
and the other 16% were fram other Arab couniries who resided in Kuwait
at the time of the study, the sample of the present stady included only

Kuwaiti respondents.

Consistency Check

530 Muslim and Argbic speaker male and female students, aged
between 13 and 25 years (Yet very few ages were older than 25 years),
residing in Kuwait responided (o the DIT and to background items,
However, 110 students (or 26%% of the total number of the respondents)
give inconsistent or erratic responses to the DIT, and they were

eliminated from further analysis.

A preliminary analysis of 420 completed research protdcols (198
males and 227 females) from Kuwait shows that 87 respondents fall into
the 13-16 year age range, 103 respondents in the 17-18 year old aige
range, 176 respondents ju the 19-22 year age range, and 54 respondents

?1__1'__6__23 or inor__e years old (Table 1), -

+ The remaining 420, subjects consisted of 198 males and 222

5 femaIeSJ ntermedlate, “high ‘school, collegeandumversny :':E.t'_udéﬁ_t_é aged o |

nple's characteristic




Table 1: Sample classified by sex and age

—

| —

Age groups 2o - Maies Femaies | Males and Females
13-16 vears T 57 30 87

7008 Years | 64 39 103

719-22 Years 54 | 122 176
23+ years 23 31 54
L Total 98 222 420

Vican of age= 18.85 years.

Results

Distribution of Moral Stage Scores

Table 2, depicts the distribution of DIT moral stage scores for the
470 students in this study. The results for the Kuwaiti students indicated
that they preferred conventional moral arguments (stages 3 and 4=52.06)
over principled arguments ({stages 5A, 5B, and 6=31.08) and

plGCOnVCﬂthﬂal arguments (stage 2=7.13). It should be noted in this

-_-;_context that the DH contams more. c,onventmnal than prmciplcd or__ o




“ase of the difference between 17-18 Fears group and the 19-22 years

group.,

Table 3, contains the distributions of the DIT moraj stage scores
Separately for the males and females sample (=198 and n=222) and for
the combined sanple (n=420) the overall distribution for the male and
female subjects qre highly similar to cach other, Results of the present
study showed that males outnumbered female on stages 2, 3, 54 while
females scored higher on stages 4, 5R, 6. P%-Scores {principied morality)
Were almost identical i both sexes, Vet these gender differences djg not
reach the jevels of significance ang were relatively unimpertant, These
findings agree fairly wel] with conclusions that Walker, 1984, 1991 and
Thoma, 1986 (cited in Gielen ef al, 1994 arrived at in their surveys of

gender differences ip structurally oriented moral reasoning (thinking)

favor females over males.

Insert Table 3 about here




2003 with both the general testing format of the DIT and the moral

arguments presented in the DIT.

The average P%-Score in the present study { 31.08%) is higher than the
score typically found in other studies conducted in the Arab world {e.g.,
26.63% for Sudan in 1987 (Ahmed et al., 1987); 26.57% for Kuwaii in
1I.992 (Gielen et al., 1992); 24.42% found for Egypt in 2000; 21.3% for
" Saudi Arabia in 2000 (Kamel and El-Shouny, 2000), and 24.3% - 28.9%
for Lebanon (Ghusani and El-Hassan, 2001)

There small but statistically highly significant correlations between
educational level and P%-Score (r = .176, p * .01) and between age and
PY%-Score (r =.166, p "~ .01).

Taken together the findings suggest that the Kuwaiti sample in the
present study displayed a higher moral maturity level than was found for
Kuwaiti respondents in 1992 (Giclen et al., 1992). In addition, modest but
meaningful positive associations were found between increasing

cdu_ca_ti_onal l_cv_el_a_t_n_d m_o_ra_l maturity.

To sum up, _the lesults of the present study pr0v1de support of the__ )

Cuser o ‘the DIT as a measure of Cross: cultural moral thmkmg:_fj S

"_--"?_-.dcvclopment Results of ana]}"ns o'” variance. suggest that the':Arablb_'.--":-'_



higher PY%-Scores {or principled morality} compared with their peers wheo
were participated in an early similar study conducted in Kuwait in 199
and published in 1992 {Gielen et al,, 1992). Morecver, Kuwaiti students
1n the present study showed higher P%-Scores compared with sirnilar age
and éducational levels Arab respondents who participated in severa] Arab
' pfcvious studies by using the DIT such as ihe studies of Ahmed gt al.,
1987 in Sudan; Bouhmama, 1984, 1988, 1989 in Algeria; Kamej and EJ-
Shouny, 2000 in Saudi Arabis; Ghusani and El-Hassan, 2001 in L ebanon;
Eissa, 1085, 1993; El-Sheikh, 1985; Habib, 199]; Ibrahim, 1992: and
Shafie, 1994 i Egypt.

It is very important to see the possible correlationg between the
petformance of present study subjects on the DIT, and their performance
on the other two tests (SRM-SF and SCT) which have been administered

in the present study and their results are not included in the present report,

These possible correlations will be discussed in later reports upon the

completion of coding process and statistical analysis of the data based op
SRM-SF and SCT,

“moral udgment and some other Telated variables (such as self-esteem,

r e ' "ty_,__

ad L. E. locus of control) should be sufficiently inve

stigated. -
Previous research studies hae focused on school and

R
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Talble 2: Dis

tribution of DIT Stage Scores for Kuvwaiti Adolescents and Adults

Stages | N Stage 2 Stage3 | Stage 4 Stage 5A Stage 5B Stage 6
| Age X SD X SD x SD X sD X SO | x| Sb.
13-16 yrs - 871 876 | B.I8 | 2450 | 5.92 | 2899 | .19 | 15651 8.03 { 510 | 4.63 | 6.69 | 5:02-
17-18yrs | 103 | 677 1 49312343 | 9.17 [ 27.82 { 8.52 | i833 | 7.64 | 6.24 [ 4.58 | 7.02 } 5.57"
19-22vyrs 11761 6.73 | 545 [ 20.83 [ 9.07 | 31.23 | S.80 | 17.72 | 7.49 | 6.57 | 4.52 | 7,51 |.5.35°
23+ yrs | 54| 651 | 8557|1895 1 8.14 [ 3247|024 1 1920} 5.60 | 7.68 { 512 | 725 | 5.52-
Total i 420 7.13 1 606 12199 | 932 | 30.07 [ ©.43 | 1763 | 749 1 633 [ 468 | 7.19 1 535.]




_Stage 2 Stage3 | “Staged Stage 54
X 5D X Sh X sSD X SD
724 1594 123137 961 | 9938 I 19.00 18.31 | 727
1222170371617 [ 2057 | 8.5 30.70 | 8.85 117.03 | 7.84
[ _Total 4201 7.13 | 606 | 21,95 | 935

30071 943 1763 ] 7.49




